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EMA Grant Program Communities POC Named

Craig Rodick, SEMA’s Fiscal Branch Chief, will be the new point of contact for the 86 communities
participating in the EMA Grant Program for State and Local Assistance (SLA).  Communities are asked to
submit their statements of work and their quarterly assistance claims to Rodick until a program grant manager
is named.   Noma Davis, who managed the program, retired effective January1, 2002. She will be missed by
SEMA staff, county and local emergency managers.

Corps of Engineers Updates Flood Fighting Regulations

The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) announced two updated regulations governing
flood fighting assistance to state and local governments.  The USACE updated Engineer Regulations for
Flood fighting (ER 500-1-1) with an accompanying Engineer Pamphlet (EP 500-1-1).  These two updates
will have a significant impact on local communities asking the USACE for sandbags and/or poly rolls for
local flood fighting efforts. EMDs will want to read Chapter 4 of both documents.

The old ER 500-1-1 from 1991 stated that local governments would be required to “pay back”
expendable supplies such as sandbags and rolls of poly.  However, it also said that the District Commander
could waive that requirement.  Most requests from local governments were waived.

The new ER 500-1-1 revised in the fall of 2001 states that local governments will be required to “pay
back” expendable supplies within 30 days of billing. It also states that the District Commander can only
waive the requirement after a Presidential Disaster Declaration has been obtained.  It further states that only
USACE Headquarters can grant a waiver if there is no Presidential Declaration.

The new Engineer Regulation and Engineer Pamphlet are posted on the USACE Internet page at
http://www.usace.army.mil/inet/usace-docs/  The ER 500 1-1 is listed in  “Engineer Regulations;” the EP 500
1-1 is listed in “Engineer Pamphlets.”

St. Louis County LEPC Holds Terrorism Class

The St. Louis County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) will host an Emergency
Response to Domestic Biological Incidents class on Saturday, January 19, and Sunday, January 20, at the
Monsanto “K” Cafeteria of Monsanto World Headquarters, 800 N. Lindbergh Blvd, St. Louis.

The course instructors are from Louisiana State University. Continuing Education Credits and/or
POST credits will be given to physicians, nurses, EMS personnel, firefighters and  police officers. The
registration fee covers the cost of the textbook, refreshments, lunch and certificate of attendance for the
course. The fee is $25 for the 19th or $35 for both days.  Attendees receive 8 hours of credit for the 19th and
3.5 hours of credit for the 20th. Make checks payable to St. John’s Mercy Medical Center Public Relations,
Attn: Jennifer Gerhardt, 615 S. New Ballas Road, St. Louis, MO 63141-8277. Registration deadline is
January 11, 2002.

“Chain of Custody” for Suspicious Items for State Public Health Lab



On January 3, 2002, the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services updated special
procedures which establish a “chain of custody” for law enforcement officials responding to biological agent
or Anthrax threat. 

If a citizen or company receives a suspicious letter or package, the first thing they should do is
contact their local law enforcement agency.  If law enforcement decides the letter or package is not
suspicious it can be discarded.  However, if local law enforcement identifies the letter or package as
suspicious, then the agency should secure the item and the area. 

First, notify a regional office of the FBI and ask for the Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD)
coordinator who will complete a threat/risk assessment of the incident over the telephone. The assessment
will determine if the letter is a credible terrorist threat.  Law enforcement retains control of the investigation
which requires full adherence to applicable legal, evidentiary and procedural standards or guidelines.  If the
FBI determines there is a credible threat, they will take control of the investigation; local law enforcement
will maintain the “Chain of Custody”.

Local law enforcement may determine environmental samples need to be tested.  First call the
Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) at 573-526-1829 and provide information and data
supporting the need to have the sample tested.  Based on this information, the Director of DHSS or his
designee will determine the public health interest or need to be conduct the required testing.

“Chain of Custody” procedures for submitting samples 
for environmental testing at the state public health lab.

1. An unopened sample must be examined by an FBI certified explosive technician and rendered
safe. The Missouri State Highway Patrol has FBI certified explosive technicians. Written documentation
must accompany the package.

2. The contents must be pre-screened by a certified HAZMAT team for any chemical or radiological
contaminants. Written documentation must accompany the package.

3. Samples submitted to the State Public Health Lab may not be larger that 12 inches by 36 inches.
The sample will remain in the custody of an local enforcement officials who transports the sample to the state
lab AND may remain with the sample as tests are conducted. The “Chain of Custody” must be maintained.
 IF the state lab assumes possession of the evidence, the submitting law enforcement agency must retrieve
the evidence as quickly as possible (within hours) after the examination has been completed.

The SEMA  maintains the telephone numbers for local FBI offices and HAZMAT teams.


